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I t  is c e r t a i n l y  u n u s u a l  f o r  a  L o u i s i a n a  s u r g e o n  t o  be i n v i t e d  

t o  Michigan t o  comment upon i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  r a c e .  I was s o  

s u r p r i s e d  by t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  t h a t  I a c c e p t e d  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  

r e f l e c t i o n .  ' 

T h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  more p h i l o s o p h i c  t h a n  

s c i e n t i f i c .  When such  s u b j e c t s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  needs  t o  
QJ' 

be f u l l y  aware o f  t h e  p w s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r .  Thus,  I s h o u l d  

i n f o r m  you t h a t  my e n t i r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r ,  from med ica l  s t u d e n t  

t o  p r o f e s s o r ,  h a s  been s p e n t  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l a r g e  

p u b l i c  h o s p i t a l s .  Twenty- f ive  o f  t h o s e  38 y e a r s  have  been s p e n t  i n  

L o u i s i a n a .  The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  is  a b o u t  4.5 m i l l i o n .  

T h i r t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n i a n s  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  b l a c k .  The 

median income o f  a  L o u i s i a n a  f a m i l y  o f  f o u r  is  a s  low a s  $16,000.00 

p e r  y e a r .  The h i g h  s c h o o l  d r o p o u t  r a t e  i s  40 p e r c e n t  and i n  1980 ,  

43  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o l d e r  t h a n  16 y e a r s  had less t h a n  a  h i g h  

s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n .  The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l ' s  

p a t i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  60 p e r c e n t  b l a c k  and 90 p e r c e n t  poor .  T h i s  

i s  t h e  m i l i e u  i n  which I work. F u r t h e r ,  I am a  s e v e n t h  g e n e r a t i o n  

M i s s i s s i p p i a n  who l e a r n e d  a s  a  t e e n a g e r  t h a t  t o  l o o k  a t  any human 

problem o r  endeavor  i n  t e r m s  o f  r a c e  was n o n p r o d u c t i v e ,  g e n e r a l l y  

l e d  t o  e r r o n e o u s  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  and commonly was a  s u b t e r f u g e  f o r  

s e c o n d a r y  agendas .  Thus,  I approach  t h i s  s u b j e c t  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  o f  

view t h a t :  t h e r e  a r e  no i s s u e s  i n  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  r a c e .  

The re  a r e  o n l y  i s s u e s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  human b e i n g s .  

The re  a r e  a  few dozen p u b l i c a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  

t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  which a t t e m p t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

b l a c k  and w h i t e  p a t i e n t s .  None of them have any s u b s t a n t i v e  m e r i t .  



The b e s t  t h a t  can  b e  s a i d  f o r  s t u d i e s  which  c o n s i d e r  a l l  b l a c k s  

a n d / o r  a l l  w h i t e s  a s  homogenous g r o u p s ,  is t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  i n v a l i d .  Let u s  examine  some o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  

I. B l a c k s  a r e  s e l d o m  o r g a n  d o n o r s :  

Is t h i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  b l a c k s ?  P e r e z ,  e t  a 1  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  c i t i z e n s  o f  P u e r t o  R i c a n ,  Mexican ,  and Cuban a n c e s t r y  a l s o  

d o n a t e d  o r g a n s  l e s s  o f t e n  t h a n  w h i t e s .  The same s t u d y  shows t h a t  

b l a c k s  and l a t i n s  and w h i t e s  f rom Miami d o n a t e d  o r g a n s  more 

f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  t h e  same g r o u p s  f r o m  New York c i t y . ( ' )  T h e r e  a r e  

no s u b s t a n t i v e  d a t a  on b l a c k  d o n o r s  which  c o n s i d e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  

l e v e l  o r  economic  r e s o u r c e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  few s u c h  s t u d i e s  ex i s t  f o r  

o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  i s  wel l  known t h a t  c e r t a i n  s u b s e t s  o f  

w h i t e s  d o n a t e  o r g a n s  l e s s  commonly t h a n  o t h e r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  

some s t a t e s ,  o r g a n  d o n a t i o n s  r e a c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  4 0  p e r  m i l l i o n  

p o p u l a t i o n  p e r  y e a r ,  w h i l e  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  we h a v e  n e v e r  r e a c h e d  20 

p e r  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r .  C e r t a i n l y  c o n s e n t  f o r  o r g a n  d o n a t i o n  is 

o b t a i n e d  w i t h  a  much h i g h e r  f r e q u e n c y  i n  p r i v a t e  h o s p i t a l s  t h a n  i n  

p u b l i c  h o s p i t a l s  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  a  common 

e x p e r i e n c e .  T h u s ,  w h i l e  it  may b e  t h a t  some b l a c k s  d o n a t e  o r g a n s  

l e s s  commonly t h a n  some o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  it i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  

b l a c k s .  

11. Kidney t r a n s p l a n t s  a r e  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b l a c k s :  

R e p o r t e d  r e s u l t s  v a r y  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  O p e l z ,  e t  a 1  (" f i r s t  

made t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  which  was c o n f i r m e d  by o t h e r s .  ( 3 )  D i e t h e l m ,  

e t  a 1  f o u n d  no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a l l o g r a f t  s u r v i v a l  be tween  b l a c k  and 

w h i t e  r e c i p i e n t s  p r i o r  t o  c y c l o s p o r i n e ,  b u t  found  t h a t  b l a c k  



p a t i e n t s  were n o t  b e n e f i t e d '  by c y c l o s p o r i n e  t h e r a p y  w h i l e  w h i t e  

p a t i e n t s  were. ( 4 )  However ,  Ward,  e t  a 1  r e p o r t e d  j u s t  t h e  

o p p o s i t e .  ( 5 )  

We r e p o r t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  3 , 8 1 1  p r o s p e c t i v e l y  s t u d i e d  

c a d a v e r  d o n o r  g r a f t s  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  O r g a n  P r o c u r e m e n t  

P r o g r a m  (SEOPF) a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  when r e c i p i e n t s  were s t r a t i f i e d  f o r  

c o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  b l o o d  t r a n s f u s i o n s ,  a n d  a n t i t h y m o c y t e  s e r u m  t h e r a p y ,  

t h e r e  w a s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s u r v i v a l  o f  g r a f t s  i n  b l a c k  o r  w h i t e  

r e c i p i e n t s .  ( 6 )  T h e  d a t a  s p e c i f y i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  were n o t  

p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h a t  p a p e r  s i n c e  i t  d i d  n o t  seem i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  w a s  q u i t e  c l e a r .  

R e s u l t s  p u b l i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n  d i d  n o t  

show t h a t  b l a c k  p a t i e n t s  h a d  p o o r e r  r e s u l t s  t h a n  w h i t e s .  ( 7 )  Mos t  

s t u d i e s  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a r e  f r o m  c e n t e r s  w h i c h  pay  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  c o m p a t i b i l i t y .  I n  t h o s e  i n  w h i c h  a n  a n a l y s i s  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  b l a c k  

p a t i e n t s  v i r t u a l l y  a l w a y s  r e c e i v e  k i d n e y s  w h i c h  a r e  less  well 

m a t c h e d  t h a n  w h i t e s .  T h i s  i s  much more  l i k e l y  t o  e x p l a i n  a n y  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  g r a f t  s u r v i v a l  b e t w e e n  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  p a t i e n t s  t h a n  

a n y  p r o b l e m  i n t r i n s i c  t o  b l a c k s .  

111. B l a c k s  l o s e  more  k i d n e y s  b e c a u s e  o f  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e :  

A g a i n ,  t h i s  p r o b l e m  is  n o t  i n t r i n s i c  t o  b l a c k  p a t i e n t s .  I n  

my own c l i n i c  60 p e r c e n t  o f  256 g r a f t s  a n a l y z e d  o v e r  a  y e a r  a g o  

were i n t o  b l a c k  p a t i e n t s .  We h a v e  a l w a y s  g i v e n  p r i o r i t y  t o  

m a t c h i n g  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  o u r  c l i n i c  b e t w e e n  r a c e s  a s  

t o  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  m a t c h  o r  m i s m a t c h .  N e i t h e r  i s  t h e r e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  

g r a f t  s u r v i v a l .  - E x c e s s i v e  l a t e  g r a f t  l o s s  i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

o u r  c l i n i c  ( F i g u r e  1 ) .  When o u r  g r a f t  s u r v i v a l  c u r v e  is  c o m p a r e d  



t o  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  Organ  P r o c u r e m e n t  F o u n d a t i o n  

g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  some 4 0  t r a n s p l a n t  c e n t e r s ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  

e a r l y  g r a f t  l o s s  i n  o u r  c l i n i c  i s  less  t h a n  a v e r a g e ,  b u t  l a t e  g r a f t  

l o s s  is  e x c e s s i v e .  T h i s  c u r v e  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  6 0  p e r c e n t  b l a c k  a n d  

4 0  p e r c e n t  w h i t e  p a t i e n t s .  What i t  r e p r e s e n t s  i s  l o s s  f r o m  b e i n g  

p o o r  a n d  u n e d u c a t e d .  I t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  o b t a i n  

m e d i c a t i o n  o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  

i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and  p r o b a b l y  many o t h e r  

s o c i o l o g i c  p r o b l e m s .  I t  i s  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  b l a c k s ,  

b u t  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  human b e i n g s .  

I V .  B l a c k s  d o  n o t  d o n a t e  t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  o r g a n s :  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  1 9 8 8  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  Network  o f  Organ  

S h a r i n g ,  641  o f  6 , 3 9 3  o r  9 . 1  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  o r g a n  d o n o r s  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  were b l a c k .  G o v e r n m e n t a l  d a t a  f r o m  1 9 8 6  r e p o r t s  t h a t  

1 2 . 2  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  U.S. p o p u l a t i o n  is  b l a c k .  W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  a  

s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s c r e p a n c y ,  it is  n o t  t h a t  b l a c k s  w i l l  n o t  b e  o r g a n  

d o n o r s .  

V .  K i d n e y s  f r o m  b l a c k s  f u n c t i o n  l e s s  wel l  t h a n  k i d n e y s  f r o m  

w h i t e s :  

T h i s  was  r e p o r t e d  by O p e l z ,  M i c k e y ,  and    era saki"), b u t  h a s  

n o t  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  by a n y  o t h e r  p u b l i s h e d  s t u d y  i n c l u d i n g  l a t e r  

a n a l y s i s  f r o m  t h e  same g r o u p .  I t  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  myth .  

SUMMARY 

I t  would  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e f u t e  a n y  comment o r  f i n d i n g  w h i c h  

s u g g e s t s  a  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  p r o b l e m  i n t r i n s i c  t o  r a c e  w i t h  a n y  d a t a  

a v a i l a b l e  t o d a y .  

R e l i a b l e  s t u d i e s  t h a t  c o n s i d e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n c o m e ,  a c c e s s  t o  



c o m p e t e n t  c a r e ,  a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and i n t e r p r e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  

a r e  b a d l y  n e e d e d .  

If I may b e  a l l o w e d  a  p e r s o n a l  s t a t e m e n t :  T h o s e  o f  u s  who 

h a v e  c a r e d  f o r  l a r g e  numbers  o f  t h e  poor  commonly a c q u i r e  a  g r e a t  

r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a l m o s t  n o b l e  way many f a c e  s e v e r e  o r  c h r o n i c  

i l l n e s s e s .  Many times t h e s e  p e o p l e  a p p r o a c h  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  i n  

o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  o r  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o r  d e p e n d e n t s .  We 

n e e d  t o  p l a c e  l e s s  e f f o r t  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a  p e r s o n  is  

b l a c k ,  S c o t ,  Mexican ,  A r a b i c ,  e t c . ,  and more e f f o r t  p r o v i d i n g  good 

e d u c a t i o n  and  a c c e s s  t o  economic  i n d e p e n d e n c e  t o  t h e  

u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  T h u s ,  I end a s  I s t a r t e d .  T h e r e  

a r e  no t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  r a c e .  ' T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  

t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  human b e i n g s .  
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